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Art Unit: 2175 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-6, 10, 16-17, 21-28, 32, . 38-39, 43, 44 and 45 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Win et al. (U.S. Patent 6,453,353). 

Claim 1: Reference is made to FIG. 1 of Win et al. A browser (100) issues a request for a 
document located at a data repository (protected server 104— also see abstract). The browser 
makes an http request (for example, col. 11, line 38), which is a request for HTML format 
documents from a server. An access server, operating in communication with a registry server 
(108) and registry repository (11) determines if the requester is authorized to access the given 
file. If the requester is authorized to view the document, the document is then translated from its 
stored format in the server (104) into an HTML page or web page displayed to the user (col. 1 1, 
lines 60-64). FIG. 10A illustrates different data formats that are potentially selectable by a 
document requester once the system administrator has associated specific groups of document 
selectors (roles) with the data formats (Col. 17, lines 52-67 and col. 18, lines 28-36). Shown in 
the box 1006 in FIG. 10A are lists of data formats, such as "National Sales Reports", "Inventory 
Management" and "Order Tracking". The requester can view all of the document formats to 
which they are assigned. 

Claim 2: Any information displayed to a user on an HTML page or web page is readable 
as graphical information. 
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Claim 3: The requested document is translated into an HTML page or web page upon the 
user's request for the document. An HTML page or web page is compatible with a browser. 

Claim 4: As seen in FIG. 1, the repository (104) resides behind a firewall (above line 118 
in FIG. 3). A metadata directory (110) resides in front of the firewall (below line 118). The 
structure (110) is considered to be a metadata directory since it contains information about the 
resources in the data repositories 104 (see col. 12, lines 32-40). 

Claim 5: Col.. 13, lines 2-3 refer to an administrative application which can delete or 
modify any of the records in the metadata directory (110). Deleting or modifying records in the 
metadata directory would be an updating of those records. 

Claim 6: An access control element (108) cooperates in the system to control user access 
to the documents in repository (104). 

Claim 10: An access control system (108) is provided outside of the firewall. The access 
control system contacts the directory (110) and determines which documents are available to 
which users. The request which is ultimately passed to the data repository (104) indicates which 
documents the particular user is allowed to view. 

Claim 16: The request for documents located at repository (104) first passes to a staging 
database (106). The document format determination is made by browser (100), which determines 
the document format to be an HTML document or web page. 

Claim 17: The document passes through staging database (106). 

Claim 21: Document requester is provided with a menu (col. 1 1, line 53-64). This menu 
indicates which documents are accessible to the user, and reads as a status report on the 
document fulfillment request. 
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Claim 22: The document format is determined by the end user's browser. Merely 
providing an HTML document on that browser indicates a preference for an HTML format. The 
format preference for HTML is stored in the browser's code. 
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m 23: See remarks for claim 1 . 



m 24: See remarks for claim 2. 



m 25: See remarks for claim 3. 



m 26: See remarks for claim 4. 



m 27: See remarks for claim 5. 



m 28: See remarks for claim 6. 



m 32: See remarks for claim 10. 



m 38: See remarks fro claim 16. 



m 39: See remarks for claim 17. 



m 43: See remarks for claim 2 1 . 



m 44: See remarks for claim 22. 



m 45: FIG. 1 of Win et al. discloses an interface element (100), access control logic 



(106, 108, 110), a translation engine (102) that converts a data stored on server (104) into an 
HTML or web- page document -at browser (100), and a storage element (104) that stores 
document data. FIG. 10A illustrates a box (1006) that constitutes a database of alternative data 
formats that are potentially displayable to users that are assigned to that format. A given 
document requester may view all of the data formats to which they are assigned. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Win et al. 

Claim 7: Claim 7 differs from Win et al. in that it recites the forwarding of a translated 
data file outside of the firewall to a response repository. However, it is well known in the art to 
forward documents to users, such as by e-mail. For example, the user at browser 100 could 
forward a received document to another user computer outside the firewall using a conventional 
e-mail system. The recipient's computer would thus be the response repository. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Win et al. to permit e-mail transmission 
of documents to computer systems outside of the firewall, as is very well known in the art for 
permitting document sharing. 

Claim 8: Any period of time that the document exists on the e-mail recipient's computer 
is a predetermined time in which the document resides at a response repository. 

Claim 9: Any user at the e-mail recipient's computer is readable as an authorized 
requester, lacking any details as to exactly how authorization is achieved. 

Claim 11: See remarks for claim 7. 

Claim 12: See remarks for claim 8. 

Claim 13: See remarks for claim 9. 

Claim 14: The document translation is considered to be the conversion of the document 
from its stored format to an HTML page. In the same manner that the browser 100 may be 



Application/Control Number: 09/730,224 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2175 

configured to translate the document by displaying an HTML page, a browser at an e-mail 
recipient's computer may also be configured to display an HTML page. 

Claim 15: Any display of a document as an HTML page is considered to be a translation 
of the document. Alternative data formats for the document are shown in the box 1006 in FIG. 
10A. 

Claim 29: See remarks for claim 7. 
Claim 30: See remarks for claim 8. 
Claim 31: See remarks for claim 9. 
Claim 33: See remarks for claim 7. 
Claim 34: See remarks for claim 8. 
Claim 35: See remarks for claim 9. 
Claim 36: See remarks for claim 14. 
Claim 37: See remarks for claim 15. 

Claims 18-20 and 40-42 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Remarks 

Applicant's arguments have been considered. 

With respect to the rejection under 35 USC 102(e), applicant argues that the list of 
document types shown in FIG. 10A (1008a-1008n) do not correspond to "data formats". The 
difference of opinion which occurs in this instance derives from the breadth of the term "data 
format". Examiner does not agree with applicant's assertion that the term "data format" is 
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limited to standard types of file extensions or any particular standard at all. The term is 
considered to be so broad as to encompass simple categorizations or groupings of data, 
regardless of whether they are standards or not standards. In the case of Win et al., items such as 
"National Sales Reports" are referring to categorizations of documents (sales reports). These 
documents are simply considered to be in the format of sales reports because they are 
categorized as sales reports. Lacking any further claimed detail on the nature of the "data 
format", examiner maintains that a broader interpretation is required beyond the narrower 
interpretation which applicant is suggesting. 

With respect to the rejection under 35 USC 103(a), applicant's arguments are generic and 
do not fully address the issue of obviousness. Examiner assertion of obviousness is that it would 
have been obvious for a user in possession of a document or file to e-mail that document or file 
outside of a local firewall to another user. In the case of Win et al., translated documents could 
be e-mailed to another user outside the firewall. This would result in the translated document 
residing in some repository (external e-mail system) outside the firewall. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened. statutory. ..period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 



Application/Control Number: 09/730,224 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2175 

however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 
telephone number (571) 272-4084. J 




Sam Rimell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2165 



